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What You’ll Find in Parts I and II
Part I  

Part II 

and
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We need to  
respect the science and 
the promising findings 
published in research 

journals while also trusting 
the collective knowledge 

that comes from our 
practice and experiences 

with children in classrooms  
every day.
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Chapter Video Number and Title
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10.2 Small-Group Reader’s Theater Lesson, Fourth Grade, English 
Language Arts

Reader’s 
Theater 
Lessons

9.1 Individual Goal Setting Guided Inquiry Lesson, Second Grade, English 
Language Arts
9.2 Whole-Class Conversation Fishbowl Guided Inquiry Lesson, Fourth Grade, 
English Language Arts
9.3 Small-Group Craft Study Guided Inquiry Lesson, Sixth Grade, English 
Language Arts

Guided 
Inquiry 
Lessons

11.1 Whole-Class Conversation Lesson, Sixth Grade, English Language Arts
11.2 Partnership Conversation Lesson, Second Grade, English Language Arts
11.3 Small-Group Book Club Conversation Lesson, Fifth Grade, Science

Conversation 
Lessons

Shared- 
Reading 
Lessons

7.1 Small-Group Shared-Reading Lesson, First Grade, English Language Arts
7.2 Whole-Class Shared-Reading Lesson, Second Grade, Social Studies

6.1 Individual Focus Lesson (Conference), Sixth Grade, Social Studies
6.2 Whole-Class Focus Lesson (Mini-lesson), Fourth Grade, Science
6.3 Small-Group Focus Lesson (Strategy Lesson), First Grade, English Language Arts

Focus 
Lessons
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Reading 
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Table  0.1 An Overview of Lesson Videos Available Online

Read-Aloud 
Lessons
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3.1 Small-Group Read-Aloud Lesson, Fourth Grade, Social Studies
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Lesson Plans and Templates

Read -Aloud Lessons: A Planning Template

Establish a Focus (1 minute):

Read Aloud and Engage (7–15 minutes):

Page # What Will 
Students Do? What Will You Say? 

Clarify the Takeaways (1 minute):

Literacy Goal(s):

Knowledge/
Vocabulary Goal(s):

Teacher Materials:

Student Materials:

Copyright © 2024 by Jennifer Serravallo. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, 
local school sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Read-Aloud Lessons: A Planning Template

Establish a Focus (1 minute):

Read Aloud and Engage (7–15 minutes):

Page # What Will 
Students Do? What Will You Say? 

Clarify the Takeaways (1 minute):

Literacy Goal(s):

Knowledge/
Vocabulary Goal(s):

Teacher Materials:

Student Materials:

Copyright © 2024 by Jennifer Serravallo. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, 
local school sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Phonics and Spelling Lessons: A Planning Template

Warm-Up and Review (2 minutes):

Introduce a New Concept (2 minutes):

Spell Words/Word Work (3 minutes):

Read Words (3 minutes):

Write Connected Text (5 minutes):

Read Connected Text (10 minutes):

Clarify the Takeaways (1 minute):

Goal(s):

Teacher Materials:

Student Materials:

Copyright © 2024 by Jennifer Serravallo. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, 
local school sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Phonics and Spelling Lessons: A Planning Template

Goal(s):

Teacher Materials:

Student Materials:

Warm-Up and Review (2 minutes):

Introduce a New Concept (2 minutes):

Spell Words/Word Work (3 minutes):

Read Words (3 minutes):

Write Connected Text (5 minutes):

Read Connected Text (10 minutes):

Clarify the Takeaways (1 minute):

Copyright © 2024 by Jennifer Serravallo. All rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, 
local school sites, and/or noncommercial or nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Figure 0.1 Sample Planning Templates
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Using Teaching Reading Across the Day 
as Professional Learning and/or as a 
Supplemental Resource

Table 0.2

If . . . How This Book Can Help . . .

You recently 
adopted a new core 
reading program.

Even with a scripted program, you’ll make choices—you’ll modify a long lesson to 
fit within your time constraints, swap out a text for another that’s more relevant or 
engaging, tailor your responses during lessons to the students in front of you, and 
more. Often, you’ll keep the text and task the program suggests but need to use 
a different lesson structure with more or less scaffolding. In this book, you’ll find 
practical, use-tomorrow advice and many other modifications necessary to adapt 
any program. 

You embrace (or 
have been asked to 
embrace) the science 
of reading and want 
clarity around what it 
looks like in practice.

Much of the science of reading research tells us what happens in the brain of a reader 
and what areas of reading instruction to focus on. I’ve read the research—there are 
over 300 citations throughout this book—and have used that, together with countless 
hours of teaching in classrooms around the country and working with hundreds of 
educators over decades, to suggest methods, structures, and practices that honor both 
the science of reading and the art of teaching reading.

You’re a content area 
teacher (i.e., science, 
social studies) and 
you assign reading, 
read aloud to 
students, or include 
texts in your lessons in 
another way. 

Though a primary purpose for assigning reading in the content areas may be to help 
students learn content, most students will benefit from explicit instruction about how 
to read discipline-specific texts and will need guided practice to do so. The teaching 
methods and practices in the nine lesson structures in this book are designed to help 
students develop the skills to both read and engage meaningfully with texts and to 
learn content from the texts.

You work in a district 
where you create your 
own curriculum maps 
and lesson plans 
from scratch.

If you’re designing lessons from the ground up, you’ll need streamlined templates to 
help you plan efficiently and advice for how to maximize effectiveness. After reading 
this book, you’ll know nine lesson structures and an assortment of methods to use 
within each that you can use to teach reading about any topic in any subject, text, or 
grade level.

(Continued)
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If . . . How This Book Can Help . . .

You are looking 
for ways to boost 
student engagement 
during lessons.

The most effective lessons are ones in which students are highly active and 
engaged—some research suggests that the most effective teachers elicit three to 
five opportunities for simple responses (quick choral responses, gestures such as a 
thumbs up, or holding up a response cards) and at least one opportunity for a complex 
response (turn and talk, writing a response on a whiteboard, or partner reading) per 
minute of each lesson. This book is filled with suggestions and concrete examples of 
how to engage students in lessons and then respond with feedback and prompts to 
keep them active.

You want practical, 
tangible examples—
written lesson plans 
and videos—of what 
effective research-
based reading 
instruction looks like.

Many books about research-based instruction tell about it, but few show it with 
concrete examples. This book contains more than 30 sample lesson plans in K–8 ELA, 
science, and social studies classrooms, along with video of me teaching about two 
dozen lessons to show what the plans look like in action. The videos were filmed across 
two days, all in one take, with very minimal editing. Watching them, I thought of things 
I would have done differently, and I have ideas for follow-up (included as commentary 
alongside the plans). My goal was to show not perfect lessons but rather the reality 
of what it means to be informed by all the best research and have the most well-
intentioned plans but then need to modify and make on-the-spot decisions  
when teaching. 

You want practical 
ideas for how to bring 
more intentional 
knowledge building 
and vocabulary 
development into 
each lesson.

Research has consistently found that knowledge and vocabulary are critical to 
comprehension. All of the lesson structures in this book, and all of the written and 
video lesson examples, show how to balance explicit teaching of strategies with 
intentional knowledge and vocabulary building. In addition, an entire chapter is 
devoted to explicit teaching of vocabulary. 

You have students 
reading below grade 
level, but you know 
they need experience 
with grade-level texts.

All students need experience with grade-level texts every day. Depending on the level 
of text each student can read independently and their background knowledge of the 
topic they are reading about, they may need more or less scaffolding with that text. 
Several of the lesson structures in this book offer the support your students need to 
engage with a text that is more complex than what they can read independently. 

Your students 
need support with 
foundational skills, 
including phonics 
and fluency.

Whether you teach Grades K–2 (where all or most of your class will need support with 
these skills) or Grades 3–8 (where only certain students might need support), the 
lesson structures in this book can help. Lesson structures for phonics and spelling, 
reader’s theater, shared reading, or focus lessons that can be centered around 
word reading or fluency strategies will keep your teaching streamlined and student 
engagement high. 

You are in a preservice 
program learning to 
be a teacher or are 
new to the teaching 
profession.

The advice throughout the book is based on decades of research with hundreds of links 
to peer-reviewed studies and is presented clearly and with helpful scaffolds (i.e., lesson 
templates, video examples) to make it accessible. The lesson structures make planning 
more streamlined and focused and teaching more intentional, and the guidance for 
responsiveness and offering feedback supports the on-your-toes decision-making that 
is critical to effective instruction.

Table 0.2 (Continued)
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Using Teaching Reading Across the Day 
With Other Books I’ve Authored

and 
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Table 0.3

If You Have/Have 
Read/Have Used How Teaching Reading Across the Day (TRAD) May Help

The Reading 
Strategies Book 2.0 
(RSB2.0, 2023)

TRAD will help you bring the research-based strategies from RSB2.0 to life in your 
classroom. TRAD offers dozens of videos to see the incorporation of strategies in a 
variety of lesson structures for a range of ages and will help you see how strategies are 
one part of a well-crafted lesson that should also include intentional knowledge and 
vocabulary building. You can use the charts, strategies, and prompts from RSB2.0 to 
simplify and streamline planning using the templates and advice from TRAD. RSB2.0’s 
skill progressions can help you monitor progress during all the lessons described 
in TRAD. Between these two books, there are over 1,000 citations to peer-reviewed 
research; they make a perfect text set to help with both what to teach and how to teach 
it in any classroom.

A Teacher’s Guide to 
Reading Conferences 
(TGRC, 2019)

In TRAD, I cover lesson structures for whole-class and small-group teaching (with 
occasional mention of one-on-one instruction). In TGRC, I offer advice for mostly 
one-on-one conferences, though I explore small-group strategy lessons (also known 
as focus lessons in TRAD) and book clubs (also known as conversation lessons in TRAD). 
Both TGRC and TRAD offer video examples of a variety of types of lessons. 

Understanding 
Texts and Readers 
(UT&R, 2018)

In UT&R, I focus on quantitative and qualitative leveling and expectations for reader 
response aligned to text complexity for second- to sixth-grade text levels. It also 
includes skill progressions aligned to comprehension goals. The content in UT&R could 
inform text selection and help you monitor progress in comprehension as you plan 
lessons as described in TRAD.

Complete 
Comprehension: 
Fiction (CC: F, 2019) 
and Complete 
Comprehension: 
Nonfiction 
(CC: NF, 2019)

CC: F and CC: NF are assessment, evaluation, and teaching kits focused on increasingly 
complex whole works of fiction and nonfiction. In the Teach portion of each resource, 
there are video examples of some (but not all) of the same lesson types found in TRAD 
(close reading, read aloud, focus lessons, etc.). However, the primary focus of CC: F and 
CC: NF is not on the lesson structures, so TRAD could help you teach more explicitly, 
efficiently, and with increased engagement based on the information you glean from 
CC: F and CC: NF.

The Writing Strategies 
Book (2017) and 
Teaching Writing 
in Small Groups 
(TWiSG, 2021)

These two books, one about writing strategies (what to teach) and one about writing 
instructional methods (how to teach), could work well to round out a classroom that 
uses the lesson structures in TRAD. In truth, many of the structures I explore in TWiSG 
can be used as whole-class lesson structures, just as many of the structures in TRAD 
work well in either a whole-class or small-group format. 

No other books by 
Jennifer Serravallo

TRAD can be your introduction to my approach to engaging, efficient, explicit 
instruction in literacy! Like all of my work, TRAD is designed to offer practical advice 
and clear examples no matter the grade level you teach, your subject area, or your 
approach to literacy instruction.
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The advice, lesson  
types, and ideas 

throughout the book stand 
on decades of research 

on effective teaching 
and can be helpful in a 

wide range of classrooms 
and for teachers at every 

point in their career.
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