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In an ever-changing educationa
l landscape, we are now tasked
with leading
our students through a variety
of learning experiences that hav
e some (if not
all) aspects of distance learning
embedded within them. The fide
lity we put
toward the implementation of dist
ance learning will pay dividends
in the future.
We are engaging in important
work, and now is the time to be
more purposeful
and intentional with distance lear
ning. Not only is this important
now, but as our
world continues to navigate thro
ugh crises, pandemics, and othe
r emergency
situations, teachers will consistent
ly be tasked with adapting their
teaching.

Every day in class sessions tea
chers are making judgments and
evaluating what are the next bes
t teaching decisions. They obs
erve, listen,
talk to, and engage with studen
ts to diagnose and discover the
ir progress,
their understandings and misund
erstandings. They assign tasks
and tests
and from this understand what
they taught well and not so wel
l, who gained
from the teaching and who did
not, and appreciate how much lear
ning or not
enough learning has taken plac
e. These are all the core of "asse
ssment," and
in teaching during COVID, this
task becomes even more critical
. Many of the
usual cues and opportunities are
not so available when students
are not in
front of us and we can walk the
room, so we need to discover alte
rnative
ways to keep this form of evid
ence coming to teachers from
their students.

As we look to shift our practic
e to a distance learning model,
it is paramount
that we do not forget about this
important role of assessment.
Assessments, when done proper
ly, can serve to inform both the
student and
the teacher about the impact a
specific strategy has on studen
t learning and
achievement. The challenge we
face now is in designing assess
ments that
appropriately measure and targ
et student learning both in fac
e-to-face and
distance learning environments.
That brings us to the purpose
of this book. The reality is tha
t assessments
used in face-to-face environmen
ts are not always the most imp
actful or
practical in distance learning.
This book serves to provide exa
mples,
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in a distance learning environmen
t may appear daunting, we hop
e that by
leveraging the strategies presen
ted in this book that teachers eve
rywhere
will engage in high impact stra
tegies. We also hope that you will
discover how
powerful some of these method
s are while teaching from a dist
ance and then
consider how to adapt them whe
n the students finally return to
the in-class
instruction.
Doug, Nancy, Vince, and John
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Assessments are not about the numbers, but about informing us and our students
about their progress.

