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      “This text is the product of considerable research and disciplined reflection on closing the student achievement gap in schools, unquestionably the most important challenge facing schools at this time. It offers a wealth of well-illustrated advice, especially to those in school and district leadership roles, about how to go about addressing this challenge in their organizations. It should be required reading for every principal and superintendent.”




  
          Kenneth Leithwood, Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy




              


    
      



 


 
      "The Learning First framework provides a much-needed bridge between the current research in leadership and instruction and the day-to-day practice of leading a school."




  
          Art Rainwater, Associate Visiting Scientist, University of Wisconsin-Madison




              


    
      



 


 
      “In a time when the spotlight is on schools and the achievement of subgroups of students, educators need to read this book and reflect on the guiding questions. Then we need to take the challenge and do what we know is right so we are doubling student performance and closing achievement gaps.”




  
          Leslie Standerfer, Principal




              


    
      



 


 
      Our school’s national testing results need to improve, and as the principal I have been generating strategies, with my staff, to turn those results around. We have developed lots of good, solid strategies, but the bit that was missing is how we hold this new plan together. Then I found Kelley and Shaw’s Learning First, and it pushed me back into the big picture stuff, where I should have been all this time. 



  
          Neil MacNeill, Principal
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